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last vestiges of the Zemindars* private armies and the tactful policy of Munro had resulted in
eliminating the Palegars in Rayalaseema, The ordinary people, harassed and distressed for a
long time by the prevailing anarchical conditions, found in the new administration of the British,
enough peace to carry on their professions. So the wave of the first War of Independence
did In no way affect the state of affairs in the south, though some ripples were felt in the
State of Hyderabad, in the shape of a raid by some soldiers against the Residency and a
rebellion by the Gonds in the Adilabad district under the leadership of Ramji Gond.
The raid aginst the Residency was carried out by the Rohilla and Arab soldiers led by
Turre Bazu Khan. But with the help rendered by the Nizam the Company's forces managed
not only to kill many of the rebels but also to imprison Turre Bazu Khan, who, when he tried
later to escape from the prison, was shot dead by the Company's soldiers.
The rebellion in Adilabad by the Gonds led by Ramji Gond - assisted by Rohilla sepoys
of the Nizam stationed at Nirmal - was successful in the beginning to drive away the British
soldiers from that part of the country. The rebels spread over the rest of the districts in
the State and embarassed the Company's forces* However, in 1860, the Company brought
reinforcement Into the field and succeeded in suppressing the rebellion. Ramji Gond was
captured and hanged later at Nirmal,
The rest of the 19th century passed away without any event of major importance, though
occasional rebellions of the peasants here and there brought out their dissatisfaction to the
forefront, The introduction of English education helped the formation of a strong educated
middle class, which found security of life in the Government jobs* Agriculture became the
mainstay of the people as the cottage industries, especially the cloth Industry, dwindled due
to the deliberate policy of the Government to encourage British industries and trade at the
expense of the Indigenous ones. However, construction of dams across the Godavarl and
the Krishna by 1852 and 1855 respectively, resulted In increasing agricultural production and
helped, for a time, to cloud the real issues.
The beginning of the twentieth century saw the emergence of the numerically strong,
educated, confident but dissatisfied middle class, seeking equality with the white ruler. The
dissatisfaction, as elsewhere, was voiced in the form of pamphleteering. The foreign government,
ever vigilant In such things, sought to nip it in the bud and as a consequence of it repressslve
measures were introduced, Qadlcherla Harf Sarvottama Rao (1883-1960) was the first victim
of the move In Andhra. He was sentenced for his seditious article 'Cruel Foreign Tiger1, The
young men of Andhra had their own share In the Vande Mataram and Home Rule movements
also*
But, along with this agitation, a kind of constructive work was also carried on by some
fore-slghted leaders such as Kopalle Hanumantha Rao (1880-1922). Long before Qandhljl
thought of the constructive programme, Hanumantha Rao founded his 'Andhra Jateeya Katasala'
(National College) In MasuHpatnam to train young men In techniques of modern production.